science, are not found to flow in the same degree from that form of publication on the practice of medicine. The most experienced and most eminent in the profession are too much and too profitably occupied, to enable them to devote their time to the composition of articles, for which no commensurate remuneration can be given. Unfortunately too, there are so many subjects on which a wide difference of sentiment exists, that when many surgeons or physicians write, almost as many contradictory opinions will be uttered; and the reader of a cyclopaedia who finds one doctrine laid down one part, may stumble on the opposite dogma in another. An able physician iu this metropolis has said with much naivetd, perhaps with some truth, that the Cyclopaedia of Practical Medicine, is a large book in which every man has ridden his own hobby.
It is no doubt owing to these, and, possibly, to other circumstances, that.
Practically, medical cyclopaedias are not found to excel, in the degree we might anticipate, those dictionaries which have been the work of but one lndividual. If the latter want variety, they are characterised by unity of esign and of construction, mpre useful perhaps to the reader and the stuGnt.
The Dictionary of Dr. Copland has appeared since the Cyclopaedia of .dicine was published. It We may take, almost at random, the subject of deafness, and exhibit the manner in which it is treated by our able friend. We do so, because it offers a striking proof of his diligence and judgment, and because our readers may be nothing the worse for seeing, in a connected series, the many causes and the appropriate treatment of that troublesome disorder. 1817),and which Dr. Ure has described as similar in colour to ambergris. " The sixth class comprehends such concretions as aie composed of magnesia or chalk, and which have been found in the alimentary canal of persons who for sometime have been in the habit of taking considerable quantities of these earths.
The seventh class is that which comprehends those concretions which are described as having been discharged by vomiting, by persons who had suffered severely from gout; but of these I know nothing, not having yet seen them.
The last class of concretions found in the human alimentary canal is almost entirely formed of the fibrine of the blood, which is incorporated with a certain proportion of the red globules, and occurs sometimes when the mucous membrane of the intestinal tube has been attacked by acute inflammation, as in If the concretion is not voided or removed, the obstruction of the intestines continues to augment, inflammation is set up, and the patient dies.
Appearances on dissection.?In the milder cases, the intestines are found to be considerably dilated, above the place where the concretion has been lodged, and in some there is a distinct sac, the coats of which attain a considerable thickness.
In one instance, the ileo-csecal valve had disappeared. The mucous membrane of the sac was much thickened and corrugated, so that the cavity which lodged the concretion seemed to be formed by a dilatation of the extremity of the ilium. The villi on the mucous membrane were not perceptible. Owing to the irritation of the concretion, the intestine is sometimes found contracted above and below the seat of the concretion ; and in the cases described by Monro, Turner, and also by Horstius, the concretion adhered to the inner sur- 
